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It has long been o § &
concern that the level g
of English language
proficiency amongst
Malaysians was in
decline. And it has s
been clear for some time that radical measures were
needed to halt, and indeed reverse, that damaging
trend. Malaysian schools are now placing more
emphasis on the language, but schools can only do so
much in the short term to address this long standing
problem.

The private sector must also play its part. And at CEFL
we have led the way in providing English language
programmes designed both to raise English language
proficiency levels and to stimulate an interest in lan-

guage learning using the communicative approach to
language learning. At the same time we have offered
students the opportunity to gain a qualification from
the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations,
which not only provides a measure of their
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achievement, but also gives them a widely recognised
external qualification, which, at the higher levels,
serves to meet the English language entrance
requirements of colleges and universities worldwide.

As an Authorised Centre for the University of
Cambridge ESOL Examinations, CEFL is able to
conduct the examinations at its own centres for the
convenience of students.

This year we have seen the numbers entering for the
various levels of the Cambridge examinations grow
enormously. And this figure is likely to continue
growing.

The results continue to be very encouraging. In the
June round of exams, our students achieved a pass
rate of 98% which is significantly higher than the
overall global pass rate. And it is the achievements of
our students which lead us to believe that we are
getting it right and making our mark in the world of
English language teaching.




STARTING EARLY WITH CEFL

When bemoaning the falling
standards of English, we
Malaysians often hark back
to “those days” when
standards of English were
much higher, when, of

course, it was the medium of
instruction in schools. The

question that needs to be
answered today is: “how can we engineer a return to the
standards of those days?”

There is no easy answer. Learning a language is not like learning
any other subject. With maths or history you can get to grips with
the subject by learning a mass of facts. With a language you
cannot. Learning a language requires a different approach.
Languages are learnt by developing the language skills: reading,
writing, listening and speaking and where these skills are in
constant use, as in a country where the language is the native
tongue, acquisition of the language will be achieved more
rapidly. In our case, once the medium of instruction in schools
was changed, the opportunities for using English were
increasingly reduced resulting in progressively lower levels of
proficiency in the language.

Steps are now being taken to provide more exposure to the
language in schools, but it will be many years before these
measures bear fruit.

In the meantime, what remedial action can be taken2 Or, how
can parents best help their children acquire English language
proficiency so that they reach a standard which will benefit them
when the time comes for them to move on to tertiary education or
enter the workplace?

Part of the answer is to start young; to expose children to the
language from the earliest age. Those of us old enough to have
gone through the English medium school system have the ability
now to communicate in English at virtually native speaker level.
But we can also communicate with our fellow Malaysians in
“Manglish” and switch from one English to the other instinctively.
Today, most Malaysians speak Manglish fluently, but, children
especially, do not know there is “another English” which is the

language in which the world communicates.

At Cambridge English For Life (CEFL) there is a structured
programme of courses that starts with Junior English for children
from as young as four. The Junior English courses provide
children with the basic building blocks of English and offer that
first step in learning that “other English”. From Junior English the
children progress to Young Learners English courses which come
at three levels, Starters, Movers and Flyers. These courses
prepare the children for the Cambridge Young Learners’ English
Tests, designed by Cambridge ESOL Examinations to reward
children’s efforts to learn English and to encourage them to
develop a positive attitude to language learning.

For children of secondary school age there are five levels of
courses leading to the “Main Suite” of Cambridge ESOL
examinations which culminates in the Certificate of Proficiency in

English.

CEFL believes that success in acquiring language skills can be
achieved most effectively using the communicative approach to
learning. All course lessons are interactive, and materials used
are colourful and relevant to the particular age group. This makes
learning engaging and creates excitement, especially important
for the younger learners.

It is also important that learners should be exposed to all the
language skills and CEFL courses give equal emphasis to reading,
writing, listening and speaking according to the needs of the
learners. The Cambridge ESOL examinations test each of these
skills and provide qualifications which are not only a measure of
the success of the course of study, but also provide valuable
certification which is recognised by colleges, universities and
employers worldwide.

And if these

external examinations is to be

success  in

used as a guage of the
effectiveness of CEFL's courses
then CEFL has an enviable
record with a pass rate of 98%
in the
significantly higher than the

recent June exams,

overall global pass rate.




But perhqps more te||ing is the response from learners’ parents
and the learners themselves. Here are two examples of what
CEFLs parents have to say:

“Since my children joined CEFL, their English language has
improved. They find learning at CEFL interesting because they get
to learn things they dont learn in school” Carina Lee, Johor Jaya

“Seeing our children enjoy attending their classes and gaining
more confidence in their spoken and written English after less
than a year at CEFL — we must have made the right choice” Jessie
Lim, Kota Kemuning.

HOLIDAY ENGLISH PROGRAMME

- A modular Intensive English Course for the school holiday

CEFL offers classes at five levels of English. Courses are designed to prepare students for higher academic studies and
professional work in English as well as university entrance exams. Students are in class for 20 hours per week for each
module.

Duration of each module : 5 days / 20 hours
Whole Course : 20 days / 80 hours

Core Modules

Structure and Communication - the integration of grammar, listening and speaking. This module aims to increase
accuracy and fluency in communication through individual and group language skills practice, language projects and
self-access listening and speaking tasks. In addition, this module provides opportunities for conversation with colleagues of
native speaker fluency and proficiency.

The communication component seeks to improve listening, speaking and grammar skills. This will develop fluency and
confidence in communication in both professional and social settings, enhance listening skills, and examine the
grammar of English. Class activities include discussion, dictation, presentations, and the use of music and other
multimedia resources to enhance learning.

Reading

The Reading module provides reading practice while covering strategies for efficient reading, skimming, scanning,
identifying main and supporting ideas, making inferences and summarising. Students will have the opportunity to enhance their
reading skills through practice with class readings and authentic texts which target vocabulary development.

Writing (Composition)

This module provides intensive practice in writing with an emphasis on grammatical accuracy and clarity of content. The
module also focuses on developing students’ abilities to write both academically and professionally. Students learn
sentence, paragraph, and essay structures as well as examine letter and resume writing styles.

In essence, the emphasis of the module is writing well organised and effectively developed paragraphs as well as
giving attention fo individual writing needs. Problematic grammar areas are identified and reviewed.

Listening, Speaking and Pronunciation

This is an integral module for students who are preparing to undertake higher academic studies. The module explores
techniques of effective oral communication and provides opportunities for extensive practice. The tasks are designed to help
students to develop active listening strategies for improving comprehension. The focus on pronunciation targets vowels,
consonants, as well as the patterns of stress and intonation that help non-native speakers to speak English
infelligibly. The language learning facilities provide a place for directed language practice from a variety of speaking
activities.
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YOUR SEARCH FOR A LANGUAGE CENTRE ENDS HERE

Cambridge English For Life™ provides high quality, practical, academic,
vocational and professional English language training.

Cambridge English For Life™ administers the University of Cambridge ESOL
(English for Speakers of Other Languages) Exams, which are known throughout
the world and recognised by universities and corporations worldwide.

JUNIOR ENGLISH

YOUNG LEARNERS ENGLISH - Starters, Movers & Flyers

THE CAMBRIDGE MAIN SUITE

Key English Test (KET) ¢ Preliminary English Test (PET)
First Certificate in English (FCE) ¢ Certificate in Advanced English (CAE)
Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE)
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Taman Tun Dr. Ismail

Rahim Kajai (TTDI)

Ampang:

Kota Kemuning

UEP Subang Jaya
Bandar Sri Subang
Bandar Baru Klang

Bandar Puchong Jaya

Seremban

Shah Alam Sec 3

Shah Alam Sec 13

Shah Alam Sec 14

Sri Hartamas

Bukit Mayang Mas

Kota Kinabalu

: Suite 3A-3, Wisma WIM, 7, Jalan Abang Haji Openg, Taman Tun Dr. Ismail,

60000 Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-7710 8916 Fax: 03-7710 9916
Email: info@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 50A & 52A, Lorong Rahim Kajai 14, Taman Tun Dr Ismail, 60000

Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-7710 6916 Fax: 03-7726 3055
Email: info@cambridgeforlife.org

Level 7, Great Eastern Mall, 303, Jalan Ampang 50450, Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-4252 8916 Fax: 03-4252 7916 Email: info@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 57, Jalan Anggerik Vanilla N31/N, Seksyen 31, Kota Kemuning,

40460 Shah Alam, Selangor. Tel: 03-5122 7271/ 7261
Email: info@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 87, Jalan US) 21/10, 47630 UEP Subang Jaya, Selangor.

Tel: 03-8023 5248 / 5829 Email: info@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 49, Jalan PJS 10/20, Bandar Sri Subang, 46000 Petaling Jaya, Selangor

Tel: 03-5635 7275 / 7276 Fax: 03-5655 7276 E-mail: cam.kids@tm.net.my

: No. 2A-1 & 2A-2, Jalan Tiara 2A, Bandar Baru Klang, 41150 Klang.

Tel: 03-3343 5886 Fax: 03-3343 5880 Email: bbk@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 23B (2nd Flr) Jalan Kenari 4, Bandar Puchong Jaya, 47100 Selangor.

Tel: 03-5891 7898 Fax: 03-5891 7897 Email: study@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 12, st Floor, Jalan Dato’ Sheikh Ahmad, 70000 Seremban.

Tel: 06-766 1778/1779 Fax: 06-767 6168
Email:seremban@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 16, Jalan Cengal 3/14, Seksyen 3, 40000 Shah Alam.

Tel: 03-5519 8091 Fax: 03-5511 2400 Email: al-ikhlas@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 12, Jalan Bola Tampar 13/14, Seksyen 13, 40100 Shah Alam.

Tel: 03-5512 9091 Fax: 03-5513 9091
Email: al_ikhlas13@cambridgeforlife.org

: Lot 2F-01 & 2F-02, Second Floor, Shah Alam City Centre (SACC), Jalan

Perbandaran 14/9, Seksyen 14, 40000 Shah Alam.
Tel: 03-5513 8091 Fax : 03-5511 8091 Email: shahalam@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 38-3, Jalan 25/70A, Desa Sri Hartamas 50480 Kuala Lumpur.

Tel: 03-2300 1280 Fax: 03-2300 1096 Email: hartamas@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 36-A, 36-B, Jalan BM 1/2, Taman Bukit Mayang Emas,

47301 Petaling Jaya, Selangor. Tel: 03-7803 0128/6268
Fax: 03-7806 3198 Email: bmc@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 3, 2nd Floor, Lorong Kilang F, Kolombong 88450, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah,

East Malaysia. ~ P.O. Box 13238, 88836 K.K. Tel: 088-389 290 / 389 291
Fax: 088-386 292 Email: kksabah@cambridgeforlife.org

Tmn Chi Liung, Klang :No. 233, Persiaran Seraya (Jalan Sambau) Taman Chi Liung 41200 Klang.

Bayu Perdana, Klang
Batu Pahat

Bangi

Sri Petaling

Cheras

Johor Jaya

Penang

Taman Desa

Subang Jaya (8517

Sitiawan

Serdang

Mutiara Damansara

Blossom Heights (S’ban) :

Tel: 03-3372 6761 Fax: 03-3371 5729 Email: disney@cambridgeforlife.org

¢ No. 324-2 (1st Floor), Persiaran Pegaa, Bayu Perdana, Klang.
: No. 104A&B, Jalan Chengal, Taman Makmur, 83000 Batu Pahat, Johor.

Tel: 07-431 9633 Fax:07-431 3955 Email: batupahat@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 601B, 2nd Floor Komleks Diamond, Bangi Business Park,

43650 Bandar Baru Bangi, Selangor.
Tel: 03-8210 1525 Fax: 03-8210 1535 Email: bbbangi@cambridgeforlife.org

: No.39-2, Jalan Radin Anum, Bandar Baru Sri Petaling, 57000 Kuala Lumpur.

Tel: 03-9058 2771 Fax: 9056 5711 Email: sripetaling@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 66-5, Jalan 5/101C, Cheras Commercial Centre, Bt 5 Jalan Cheras,

56100 Kuala Lumpur.Tel: 03-9131 4122 / 9132 3122 Fax: 03-9130 4122
Email: tmncheras@cambridgeforlife.org

: No.15, Jalan Dedap 16, Taman Johor Jaya, 81100 Johor Bahru

Tel: 07-3515 212 Email: johorjaya@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 3-H, Lorong Delima Satu, Island Glades, 11700 Penang.

Tel: 04-659 3278 Fax: 04-656 7025 Email: iglades@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 52-1, Vista Magna, Jalan Prima, Metro Prima,

Kepong 52100 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-6258 3881 Fax: 03-6258 3821 E-mail: kepong@cambridgeforlife.org

¢ No. 23-2, 2nd Floor, Jalan 2/27F, KLSC Pusat Bandar Wangsa Maju, 53300

Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-4142 4996, 03-4142 5996 Fax: 03-4143 4996
Email: wangsa@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 52B, Jalan Desa Bakti, Pusat Bandar Taman Desa, Off Jalan Klang Lama,

58100 Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-7984 5166 Fax: 03-7984 5266
Email: desa@cambridgeforlife.org

¢ No.147A, 1st Floor, Jalan SS17/1A, 47500 Subang Jaya, Selangor

Tel: 03-5637 9988 Fax: 03-56376366 Email: subang@cambridgeforlife.org

: No. 175, Pusat Perniagaan Seri Manjung, Seri Manjung,

Sitiawan 32040, Perak.
Tel: 05-6690 786 Fax: 05-6883 688 Email: manjung@cambridgeforlife.org

: 11-1, Jalan SR 1/9, Section 9, Taman Serdang Raya, 43300,

Seri Kembangan, Selangor. Tel: 03-8941 4746 Fax: 03-8941 5417
Email: serdang@cambridgeforlife.org

¢ No. 20-2 & 22-2, Jalan PJU 7/16, Mutiara Damansara, 47800 Petaling Jaya,

Selangor. Tel: 03-7803 8917 Email: mutiara@cambridgeforlife.org

No. 1982, 1st Floor, Jalan Tok Ungku, Taman Bukit Blossom, 70100 Seremban.
Tel: 06-633 6001/6002 Email: blossom@cambridgeforlife.org




